
Smiles to 
get your 
attention

Turns head 
towards the 

sound of your 
voice

Makes sounds in 
response when 
you talk to them

Makes coo-ing 
sounds

Smiles or 
laughs when 

you play peek-
a-boo

Looks at  
their hands with 

interest

Shows several 
facial expressions, 

like happy, 
sad, angry, and 

surprised

Babbles 

Looks for 
objects when 

dropped out of 
sight 

Plays games 
with you, like 

pat-a-cake

Waves “bye-bye”

Understands 
“no”

Puts something in 
a container, like a 

block in a cup

Looks at your 
face to see how 
to react in a new 

situation

Notices when 
others are hurt 

or upset

Points to things 
in a book when 
you askUses several 

gestures to 
communicate 

Uses 
two-word 
phrases 

Notices other 
children 

Joins in to 
play with other 

children 

Engages in 
back-and-forth 
conversation

Speaks clearly 
enough for others to 

understand 

Looks when you 
call their name 

Calls a parent 
“mama” or “dada” 
or another special 

name

Points to at least 
two body parts 

when asked

Understands  
actions in books  
such as “running” 
and “eating” 

Tries to get 
and keep your 

attention

Through
Typical Developmental Milestones

The
Journey 

of 

4
months

9
months

12
months

24
months

36
months

Knowing the typical developmental milestones 
for a child allows you to successfully monitor 
your own child’s developmental growth and 
detect early warning signs for ASD and 
other developmental disabilities.

         Start Here! 

Know the milestones.
Signs of neurodevelopment disorders.
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